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mortal discouragement and fear. It was a pleasure to see them
"work their way back with art and extreme humility, and turn
round those of the opposite party who remained influential, and
whom they had hitherto despised; and especially to see with
what embarrassment, what fear, what terror, they began to
crawl before the young Princesse, and wretchedly court the Due
de Bourgogne and his friends, and bend to them in the most
extraordinary manner.

As for M. de Vendome, without any resource,, save what he
found in his vices and his valets, he did not refrain from brag-
ging among them of the friendship of Monseigneur for him, of
which he said he was well assured. Violence had been done to
Monseigneur's feelings. He was reduced to this misery of
hoping that his words would be spread about by these valets,
and would procure him some consideration from those who
thought of the future. But the present was insupportable to
him. To escape from it, he thought of serving in Spain, and
wrote to Madame des Ursins asking employment. The King
was annoyed at this step, and flatly refused to let him go to
Spain. His intrigue, therefore, came to an end at once.

Nobody gained more by the fall of M. de Vend6me than
Madame de Maintenon. Besides the joy she felt in overthrow-
ing a man who, through M. du Maine, owed everything to her,
and yet dared to resist her so long and successfully, she felt,
also, that her credit became still more the terror of the Court;
for no one doubted that what had occurred was a great example
of her power. We shall presently see how she furnished another,,
which startled no less.